
Action 
Commenced by 

Plaintiff

Jurisdiction 
obtained over 

Defendant

Answer & other 
Pleadings Filed

Case Management 
(may also be upon 

filing complaint)

Motions filed

Filing of Complaint

1. Waiver of service by summons 
2. Personal service of summons and  
complaint; or 
3. Service by publication. 
 

1. Crossclaim; 
2. Counterclaim; 
3. Third Party Proceedings

1. Parties submit Plan 
2. Scheduling dates established 
3. Court approves plan 
4. Establish trial date

Discovery

Motions

Pretrial Hearing 
and/or 

Conference

Trial

Post-Trial
Enforcement of 

Judgment Appeal

1. Motions attacking sufficiency of complaint; 
2. Motions attacking sufficiently of service

1. Depositions; 
2. Interrogatories; 
3. Examination and copying of documents; 
4. Medical exams; 
5. Examining premises

1. For summary judgment; 
2. Relating to discovery: 
  a. Enforcement 
  b. Protection

1. Simplify issues; 
2. Mark/exchange exhibits; 
3. Investigate settlement possibilities

1. Select jury (if applicable); 2. Opening statements; 3. Plaintiff's  
evidence; 4. Motion for directed verdict; 5. Defendant's evidence;  
6. Plaintiff's rebuttal; 7. Motion for directed verdict; 8. Closing  
arguments; 9. Jury instructed (if applic.); 10. Jury deliberates (if  
applic.); 11. Verdict; 12. Judgment

1. Motion for new trial 
2. Additur/remittitur 
3. Motion to alter or  
amend judgment

1. Execution 
 - Garnishment or attachment 
2. Contempt 
3. Voluntary payment or compliance

TYPICAL PROGRESSION 
OF CIVIL LITIGATION  

NOTE: Progression may 
vary depending on 
provisions of case 
management plan


